



































66. Sgt Strank was wearing a soft cover under his helmet in the “Gung Ho” photograph. [Ref

(2]

67. The 1947 del Valle Board determined the individual in Position #5 is PFC Sousley. [Encl
(2]

68. The individual in Position #5 has a broken helmet liner strap hanging from the left side of
his helmet. [Encl (11)]

69. PFC Schultz has been identified in photographs as having a broken helmet liner strap
hanging from the left side of his helmet. [Encl (11)]

70. From the photographs and film footage examined, no one else has been identified atop
Mount Suribachi with a broken helmet liner strap hanging from the left side of his helmet. [Ref
(a)-(i) and Encl (1)-(11)]

71. The individual in Position #5 has a sling attached to the stacking swivel instead of being
properly attached to the upper hand guard sling swivel of his rifle. [Encl (11)]

72. PFC Schultz has been identified in photographs as having a sling attached to the stacking
swivel of his rifle. [Encl (11)]

73. From the photographs and film footage examined, no one else has been identified atop
Mount Suribachi carrying a rifle with a sling attached to the stacking swivel of his rifle. [Ref
(a)-(i) and Encl (1)-(11)]

74. The individual in Position #5 has a bulging right front field jacket pocket. [Encl (11)]

75. PFC Schultz has been identified in photographs as having a bulging right front field jacket
pocket. [Encl (11)]

76. There is no indication PFC Schultz or anyone else ever mentioned him as raising the flag on
Iwo Jima. [Encl (10)]

77. The 1947 del Valle Board determined the individual in Position #6 is PFC Hayes. [Encl (2)]
78. PFC Hayes identified himself as the individual in Position #6. [Encl (2)]

79. The Genaust film and the Rosenthal photograph taken after the flag raisers have raised the
flag to a perpendicular position clearly indicate the individual in Position #6 is PFC Hayes (see
Figure 5). [Encl (6)]

80. The del Valle report concluded that “The need for haste in identifying the participants (in

order that they be present for the 7th War Loan Drive) precluded a more thorough investigation
originally.” This haste caused confusion as to the identity of the flag raisers. [Encl (2)]
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81. PhM2c Bradley wrote to his parents on 26 February 1945, “I had a little to do with raising
the American flag and it was the happiest moment of my life.” [Ref (h), p. 216)]

82. PhM2c Bradley wrote to MajGen del Valle on 26 December 1946, “Things happened so fast
| didn’t think much of this flag raising until we returned to the U.8. from Iwo Jima.” [Encl (2)]



Opinions
1. Previous attempts to accurately identify the flag raisers in Mr. Rosenthal’s iconic photograph
were complicated by the death of key participants, the stress of combat, the lack of recognition as
to the significance of the second flag raising at the time of its occurrence, the haste to include the
flag raisers in the 7th War Loan Drive, and the subsequent passage of time. [FF 29, 80, 82]
2. The April 1945 effort to comply with the directive to immediately return the flag raisers in
Mr. Rosenthal’s iconic photograph and have them participate in the 7th War Loan Drive resulted
in Marine Corps officials incorrectly identifying some of the second flag raisers. [FF 80]

3. PhM2c Bradley, PFC Hayes, and PFC Gagnon may have felt pressured to maintain PFC
Gagnon’s original identification of the flag raisers in support of the 7th War Loan Drive. [FF 80]

4, The traumatic injuries PhM2c Bradley sustained in combat on 12 March 1945 may have
resulted in him not thinking further about the flag raising or his role in it until after his return to
the United States. [FF 29]

5. PhM2c Bradley may have conflated his participation in the first flag raising with the second
flag raising. [FF 29, 81, 82]

6. The individual in Position #1 is Cpl Harlon Block. [FF 1, 16, 34, 35]

7. The individual in Position #2 is PFC Rene Gagnon. [FF 4, 16, 31, 44, 45, 46, 47]

8. The individual in Position #3 is not PhM2c John Bradley. [FF 50, 52, 53, 54, 55]

9. The individual in Position #3 is PFC Franklin R. Sousley. [FF 1, 16, 32, 50, 51, 53, 54, 55]
10. The individual in Position #4 is not PhM2c Bradley. [FF 56, 58, 59, 61, 63, 65]

11. The individual associated with Position #4 in the Genaust film is Sgt Strank. [FF 1, 16, 32,
57,58, 60, 61, 62, 63, 66]

12. During the first break in the Genaust film, Sgt Strank placed a helmet on top of the soft
cover on his head. [FF 63, 64, 66]

13. The individual in Position #4 is Sgt Strank. [FF 1, 16, 32, 56, 57, 58, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 66]
14. The individual in Position #5 is not PFC Franklin Sousley. [FF 30, 51, 53, 54, 55]

15. The individual in Position #5 is PFC Harold Schultz. [FF 2, 13, 32, 33, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72,
73, 74, 75]

16. The Board has no opinion as to why PFC Schultz never identified himself as a flag raiser.



17. The individual in Position #6 is PFC Ira Hayes. [FF 1, 16, 32, 77, 78, 79]

18. PhM2c Bradley participated in the first flag raising and remained atop Mount Suribachi
throughout the second flag raising. [FF 8, 9, 12, 32, 81]

19. The opinion of the Board is that the identification of the second flag raisers is as depicted in
Figure 7. [FF 1-82]

(4)Sgt Michael Strank |

J (3) PFC Franklin Sousiey |

| (2)PFC Rene Gagnon l
| (1)Col Harlan Block |

Figure 7: The HUI; Board Determinatin of the Identities of the Six Iag Raisers in Mr.
Rosenthal’s Photograph
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Recommendations

I. That the records of Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps reflect the identification of the
individuals in the photograph as follows:

a. Position #1 Cpl Harlon Block

b. Position #2 PFC Rene Gagnon

c. Position #3 PFC Franklin Sousley
d. Position #4 Sgt Michael Strank

Position #35 PFC Harold Schultz

o

f. Position #6 PFC Ira Hayes

2. That the Commandant of the Marine Corps should inform the Secretary of the Navy, Chief of
Naval Operations, and Medical Officer of the Marine Corps of the results of this Board before
they are made public.

3. That the Commandant of the Marine Corps should inform the appropriate relatives of Cpl
Harlon Block, PFC Rene Gagnon, PFC Franklin Sousley, Sgt Michael Strank, PFC Harold
Schultz, PFC Ira Hayes, and PhM2c John Bradley of the results of this Board before they are
made public.

4. That the Commandant of the Marine Corps should issue a public statement regarding the
correct identification of the second flag raisers. This statement should include acknowledgement
of the collective efforts of all who contributed to telling the story of the sacrifices and heroic
achievements of all Marines, Sailors, and Coast Guardsmen during the battle of Iwo Jima.

5. That the Commandant of the Marine Corps recognize that all previous efforts at identification
were conducted in good faith and that no official blame be assessed for previous inaccuracies in
the historical record.

6. That the Commandant of the Marine Corps direct that this Board report and associated
records be deposited in the Marine Corps History Division’s archives.

7. That the Office of Legislative Affairs should inform appropriate Members of Congress and
congressional staff of the results of this Board before they are made public.

8. That Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps should make public the findings of this Board.

9. That the Commandant of the Marine Corps should coordinate the public release of the
findings of this Board with the Office of U.S. Marine Corps Communication.
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